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CETPs are a big boon: Ion Exchange

I

on Exchange has always focused on
filtration, disinfection, membranes and ion
expansion in order to cater to a wider
exchange technology, ion exchange resins;
category. Today we are regarded as
polymers and polyelectrolyte’s for water and
Asia’s largest environment solutions
non-water processes; boiler cooling water
provider; we have a strong global presence
and fireside treatment chemicals. The
with offices spread across Africa, Canada,
company also offers technical services such
Middle East, South East Asia and the US, and
as project management at site, design,
erection and commissioning, operation &
are among just few companies worldwide
maintenance of plant and supply of spares.
with the entire range of technologies,
processes, products and services, enabling
In an interview with the Editor of ITJ,
integrated solutions for every sector –
JP Pathare, Sr VP – International Division,
industrial, Apioneer of water treatment in
Ion Exchange (India) reveals its contributions
India with a legacy spanning over five
in effluent treatment for the textile industry.
JP Pathare
decades, Ion Exchange is recognised
What are the contributions of Ion Exchange in effluent
internationally as a premier company in water and
treatment for the textile industry -- its systems and
environment management. The company is among the
their advantages?
largest environment solutions providers, one of very few
companies worldwide with a complete range of
Ion Exchange has been promoting the use of efficient
technologies, products and services.
technologies that can treat wastewater effectively and also
recover water as well as salt/valuable by-products in some
Ion Exchange’s range of products includes water, waste
cases to improve the economic viability of such projects.
water treatment and recycling plants using various
We provide innovative treatment schemes
physico-chemical processes for settling, clarification,
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incorporating state-of-the-art biological treatment systems
in combination with membrane systems to tackle the two
major problems facing the textile industry concerning
waste water management:
• Reduction of waste to a concentrated form to facilitate
disposal either through mechanical evaporators or
solar drying by maximising recovery. Brine from the
second RO may also be considered for use in the dye
bath for make-up.
• Reduction in quantity of solid waste generated by the
treatment process.
Can you elaborate more on your facility expansion in Bahrain?
Well, apart from improving technologically, Ion
Exchange has always focused on expansion in order to
cater to a wider category. Today we are regarded as Asia’s
largest environment solutions provider; we have a strong
global presence with offices spread across Africa, Canada,
Middle East, South East Asia and the US, and are among
just few companies worldwide with the entire range of
technologies, processes, products and services, enabling
integrated solutions for every sector – industrial,
institutional, commercial, infrastructure, municipal, homes
and communities, urban and rural.
Our new chemical blending facility in Bahrain will
enable to cater to the increasing GCC market demand. It
will also serve as a chemical export hub for the GCC region
and North Arab states, creating around 30 jobs over the
course of the next three years.
How has Bahrain Economic Development Board assisted in
setting up Ion Exchange chemical blending facility in Bahrain?
The Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB) is a
dynamic public agency, which provides advice and
practical help to companies establishing operations in
Bahrain, Bahrain EDB have assisted Ion Exchange’s set-up
and business requirements in order to ensure our
company’s successful inception.
What is your take on zero effluent discharge (ZED) and zero
liquid discharge (ZLD)/ What is India’s position?
The demand for water and waste water treatment
solutions has increased. Customers are more open to

46 The Indian Textile Journal | July 2016

embrace new technologies, although they are a bit
expensive, but this is confined to mainly large and medium
scale companies who have invested in setting up captive
effluent treatment plants.
Now, companies are setting up goals for sustainable
development through a cleaner environment, reducing
pollution, producing less waste by adopting advanced
technologies and conserving the environment. Many MNCs
and major Indian groups have set up internal goals. This is
the reason many companies are adopting recycling
technologies. Those who are environmentally conscious
are opting for zero liquid discharge (ZLD) technology,
though it is a bit expensive as zero waste means that
waste at the end has to be evaporated thermally or by
solar. We have commissioned five major projects so far;
one outside India and the rest in India, and a couple more
are currently under execution.
Tell us how important and urgent is it for the textile industry
to go for effluent treatment?
To begin with, awareness is very high, but the concern
lies in implementation. Many small and medium sized
industries in the country still do not have fully functioning
treatment units and continue to discharge untreated or
partially treated effluents. In most of these cases, common
effluent treatment plants (CETPs) are a big boon.
However, the main issue which needs to be sorted out
is the economic viability of technological solutions for
textile wastewater treatment that can ensure safe disposal
while at the same time ensuring that the competitiveness
of the industry is not affected.
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